
Honors English II  Ms. Walker 
Phone: (860) 870-6818 Ext . 10246  e-mail cwalker@tolland.k12.ct.us 
  
Welcome!  
I am very excited to have you in class this semester.  Please keep in mind that this is an honors class which 
means that it is a highly intensive reading and writing workload. In order to be successful be sure to complete 
all work assigned outside of class so that you are prepared for the next day. It is important that we set goals 
for ourselves in order to grow as individuals, readers, writers and thinkers. This semester we will work hard to 
achieve our goals by closely reading, interpreting, analyzing and studying a variety of literary pieces. We will 
participate in various activities that will allow us to utilize and engage in multiple intelligences. This class 
focuses on 5 thematic units: Conformity, Integrity, Truth, Injustice, and the Power of Extremes. In doing so, 
we explore literature through fiction as well as nonfiction in order to generate responses to the following 
essential questions (these were included in the summer reading information and should look familiar to you): 
  
  What are the factors that lead some people to conform and others to rebel? 
  What does it mean to have integrity in overcoming adversity? 

What is the truth? Under what circumstances does the truth set you free? 
  Are divisions artificial?  What causes someone to be an outcast? 
  Are extreme means ever justified? 
  
Major Works & Selected Reading:  Snow in August, Life of Pi, The Joy Luck Club, 
Girl in Hyacinth Blue, Antigone, A Raisin in the Sun, Speak, Night, Romeo and Juliet, 
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Taming of the Shrew, and selected poetry, nonfiction, and short stories. 
  
Projects, Tasks, and Activities:  Research paper, mini- research projects, essays, journals, creative writing, 
script writing, close reading and discussion activities, group and individual projects. Vocabulary study, literary 
terms review, MLA Guidelines, grammar and usage review. It is imperative that homework and weekly 
independent reading are completed in order to be successful in this class.  
       
Films: –excerpts or these complete films may be shown, as needed and as time permits: 
 A Raisin in the Sun, Catch Me If You Can, Life is Beautiful, Elie Wiesel Comes Home, Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Ten Things I Hate About You, Girl with a Pearl Earring (titles may be added or deleted). 
  
Grading: 
Grades are broken down in two categories, formative and summative assessments. The value or weight of 
any assignment is determined by the point value given to that assignment. 
Semester Grade   
     Quarter 1  40% 
     Quarter 2  40% 
     Final Exam   20% 
 
Summative assessments (tests, papers, projects etc) are graded numerically. Scores earned for a summative assessment 
will count toward your numeric average in the course. They will also be weighted according to their length and difficulty. 



Formative assessments will either be scored or simply checked for completion. Scores earned for completion of 
formative assessments will be considered when your classroom etiquette and effort are rated on the THS Behavioral 
Expectations Matrix. Scores earned on the Behavioral Matrix will appear as standards-based grades in PowerSchool. 
Averages of these scores will also appear on your THS transcript. 
 
Tests are summative assessments that will be announced and scheduled with plenty of time for review and extra help. 
Quizzes may be categorized as formative or as summative assessments. If they are summative, they will be announced. If 
they are formative they may be announced or unannounced.  
 
Food for Thought: 

➢ Almost all assignments are submitted to Google Classroom. This is required. Simply “sharing” 
documents with me is not the same as submitting an assignment.  

➢ Typed assignments must be printed and ready to be handed in/presented at the beginning of class, 
the day they are due. Do not wait to print an assignment in the library the day it is due.  

➢ Late work: 10 point deduction per day (tentative based on assignment). 
 
*I understand that there are sometimes extenuating circumstances and if that is the case, please be sure to 
communicate your situation with me in the form of an email or conversation so that we can make adequate 
arrangements.*  
  
Student Expectations and Responsibilities: 
Preparedness 
Students should come to class prepared which may include the following: 

➢ Having a notebook and writing utensil 
➢ Having previous class notes available 
➢ Having completed assigned reading or other assignments 
➢ Having required textbooks and any other pertinent handouts etc. 

Classroom Etiquette 
Students should demonstrate classroom etiquette which may include the following: 

➢ Listening when others are speaking 
➢ Speaking at appropriate times 
➢ Respecting the opinions of others 
➢ Respecting the classroom property and environment 
➢ Using technology for educational purposes and with permission 
➢ Following classroom routines and procedures such as signing out, signing in, etc. 

 Engagement 
Students should be engaged in class which may be demonstrated in the following ways: 

➢ Being attentive to instruction and classroom discussion 
➢ Asking appropriate questions at the appropriate time 
➢ Keeping phones off and away unless being used for classroom purposes 
➢ Seeking to make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections 
➢ Taking ownership of and responsibility for one’s own learning and personal growth 

 
 



Absences 
As stated in the student handbook, you have two days for each day absent to make up homework missed. All 
assignment materials are posted electronically on Google Classroom. Check Classroom regularly and 
especially if you are absent. Please follow up with me after an absence to be certain of current assignments.   
 
Please make an appointment with me if you need to make-up work or need extra help. I will do anything I 
can to help you be successful. Please keep in mind there are mandatory teacher meetings and activities after 
school, so we will need to carefully arrange meeting times. 
 
 
 
 
Parent/ Guardian Signature:_____________________________ email:____________________________ 
 
 
 
Student Signature:__________________________________ Student email:_________________________ 


